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A handsomely packaged record album of the music from 
“Book of Numbers” has been issued by Brut Records and dis- 
tributed by the famous Buddah Company. The music is a fine 
combination of modern jazz and rock (some of the numbers: 
‘| Walk With The Lord,” ‘““Stompin’ At Booker’s,” and ‘I’m So 
Glad’’). 

This album calls for big promotion at music shops and on 
the air. Set up displays of albums, covers, stills and posters 
both in windows and at counters of music stores and any 
shops where records and tapes are sold. Also see that it is 


‘BOOK OF NUMBERS’ GREAT JAZZ/ROCK 
SCORE ISSUED BY BRUT-BUDDAH RECORDS 


played as frequently as possible over the stores’ record 
players. 

Get the album to all the local deejays and supply them with 
copy and possible ideas for whole programs (such as special 
jazz or rock programs—or scores from movies). Try to place 
the Radio Spots before and after such programs. 

Also play the album over theatre’s p.a. system in advance 
of your showing, with announcement in lobby that the music 
is from the forthcoming “Book of Numbers” and the album 
may be purchased at the Blank Record Shop. 









ATLANTA (23) 
Southland 

1073 Huff Road N.W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 30318 
(404) 351-4821 


BALTIMORE (33) 
The Jos. M. Zamoiski Co. 


8201 Ardwick-Ardmore Rd. 


Landover, Md. 
(301) 322-2000 


BOSTON (17) 

Music Merchants 

52 Cummings Park 
Woburn, Mass. 01801 
(617) 935-6160 


CHARLOTTE (5) 

Bib Dist. 

124 Morehead Street 
Charlotte, N.C. 28201 
(704) 372-2032 


CHICAGO (34) 
London Dist. 

6363 Gross Pt. Rd. 
Niles, Ill. 

(312) 647-0410 


CINCINNATI (25) 
Supreme Dist. 

1000 Broadway at Ct. St. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 421-0747 


CLEVELAND (14) 

Music Two, Inc. 

601 Rockwell Ave., Rm. 514 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 861-4215 


INDIANAPOLIS 
6550 E. 30th St. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
(317) 635-9000 


DALLAS (3) 

Big State Corp. 
1337 Chemical 
(214) 631-1100 
Dallas, Texas 75207 


DENVER (62) 
Record Sales 

855 Inca St. 
Denver, Colo. 80204 
(303) 572-8597 


DETROIT (40) 
Arc-Jay-Kay 


2211 W. Edsel Ford Pkwy. 


Detroit, Mich. 48208 
(313) 361-5500 


EL PASO (15) 

M. B. Krupp 

Box 222 

El Paso, Texas 79942 
(915) 532-4961 


HARTFORD (29) 

One Stop Music Service 
24 Clark Street 

E. Hartford, Conn. 06108 
(203) 528-4126 


HONOLULU (10) 

Eric 

2071 S. Beretainis 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 


HOUSTON (11) 

H. W. Daily, Inc. 

314 E. 11th Ave. 
Houston, Texas 77008 
(713) 861-9251 


LOS ANGELES (28) 
London Records of Calif. 
13306 S. Halldale Ave. 
Gardena, Calif. 90249 
(213) 770-8200 


MEMPHIS (16) 

Record Sales Corp. 
3000 Fleetbrook Drive 
Memphis, Tenn. 38116 
(901) 332-3650 


MIAMI (60) 

Music Sales 

2450 N.W. 77 Terrace 
Miami, Fla. 33147 
MILWAUKEE (55) 
Taylor Electric Co. 
P.O. Drawer 11N 
Milwaukee, Wis. 53201 


Distributors of Buddah Records 


MINNEAPOLIS (12) 
Heilicher Brothers 

7600 Wayzata 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55425 
(612) 544-4201 


NASHVILLE (63) 
Music City 

25 Lincoln St. 
Nashville, Tenn. 37202 
(615) 255-7315 


NASHVILLE (13) 

Central South Music Sales 
Inc. 

159 Lafayette St. 

Nashville, Tenn. 37210 

(615) 244-9280 


NEW ORLEANS (8) 

All South Dist. 

1924 Lafayette St. 

New Orleans, La. 70113 
(504) 522-1157 


NEW YORK (59) 
Malverne Dist. 

35-35 35th St. 

L.I.C., New York 11106 
(212) 392-5700 


NEWARK (32) 
Wendy 

37 Williams St. 
Newark, N.J. 07102 
(201) 623-5845 
(212) 964-7850 


PHILADELPHIA (61) 
David Rosen, Inc. 

855 North Broad St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19132 
(215) CE 2-2907 


PHOENIX (64) 
Associated Dist. Inc. 
3803 No. 36th Ave. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 85019 
(602) 278-5584 





SAN FRANCISCO (45) 
London Records of Calif. 
680 Beach St., Suite 307 
San Francisco, Calif. 94109 
(415) 441-6333 


SEATTLE (51) 

ABC Record and Tape Sales 
729 So. Fidalgo 

Seattle, Wash. 98108 

(205) RO 3-8600 


SHREVEPORT (24) 
Stan’s Record Shop 
728 Texas St. 
Shreveport, La. 71102 
(318) 422-7182 


ST. LOUIS (20) 
Roberts 

1815 Locust St. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63103 
(314) 621-7171 





AVON PAPERBACK EDITION 


Robert Deane Pharr’s novel, upon which the picture is based, has 
been issued in a motion picture paper-back edition by Avon Books 
and will be on sale wherever paperback are sold. Contact your local 
outlets and supply them with posters and stills to be used in con- 
junction with the book covers (which are hard-selling posters in 
themselves) for counter and window displays. Perhaps you can get 
a bookshop to devote a window or counter to a complete display 
of both the hardcover and paperback with ribbons connecting stills 


to corresponding pages of the books. 


Also print a quantity of the one-column ads to be distributed as 
book-marks at bookstores, libraries and your theatre in advance of 


playdate. 
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FREE Dick Strout Interview Disc 


The famous national columnist of the air, Dick 
Strout, has interviewed Raymond St. Jacques and 
Freda Payne on this record which is being made 
available to you. The interview, during which Ray- 
mond St. Jacques and Freda Payne answer ques- 
tions about themselves and the picture is on one 
side of the disc. The other side is open-ended so 
that your local radio personality can use the script 
to conduct his ‘own’ interview. Order the inter- 
view record from: 


Dick Strout 
P.O. Box 907 
Beverly Hills, California 90201 


PUBLICITY 





Raymond St. Jacques Stars In, 
Directs ‘Book Of Numbers’ 


Raymond St. Jacques makes his 
movie directorial debut on “Book 
of Numbers,” in addition to starring 
in the film as “Blueboy Harris” 
and serving as producer. The pic- 
ture is a Joseph E. Levine and Brut 
presentation for Avco Embassy re- 
lease. Since he made his screen 
debut several years ago, moviegoers 
around the world have been treated 
to many sterling performances by 
this handsome, imposing actor with 
the commanding voice who recent- 
ly starred in “Come Back Charles- 
ton Blue,” his 13th motion picture. 
In this sequel to the successful 
“Cotton Comes to Harlem,” St. 
Jacques recreated his role of Coffin 
Ed Johnson, a hard-nosed Harlem 
detective. 

Born in Hartford, Conn., St. 
Jacques was reared and educated 
in New Haven, where he was 
graduated from Hillhouse High 
School. He became an actor, assist- 
ant director and fencing director for 
the American Shakespeare Festival 
in Stratford, Conn., staging all the 
duels and fencing scenes. Fencing 
has continued to be one of his 
hobbies and he still finds time to 
teach this ancient art. 


He made his professional acting 
debut in the off-Broadway play, 
“High Name Today,” which dealt 
with the Korean War. 


His first motion picture was 
“Black Like Me,” with James 
Whitmore. He then attracted at- 


tention with his performance in 
“The Pawnbroker,” starring with 
Rod Steiger. His acting career was 
further enhanced by appearances in 
such films as “The Comedians,” 
with Elizabeth Taylor and Richard 
Burton; “Mr. Moses,” with Robert 
Mitchum; “Mr. Buddwing”’; 
“Madigan,” with Henry Fonda; 
John Wayne’s “Green Berets”; 
“Uptight,” for Jules Dassin; “If He 
Hollers, Let Him Go” and “Change 
of Mind.” 

St. Jacques has also appeared in 
a number of network television 
shows, including “The Defenders,” 
“Hallmark Hall of Fame” and 
“Naked City.” 

A bachelor, St. Jacques is an ex- 
pert cook and finds special enjoy- 
ment in having friends sample his 
culinary skill. He is also an avid 
reader, an enthusiastic horseback 
rider and a first-rate amateur 
photographer. 


Freda Paynes Numbers’ Role 


A Throwback To The Thirties 


Mat 1B 


Freda Payne stars in “Book of 


Numbers,”’ now playing at the 


Sawee: Theatre. The film is a 
Joseph E. Levine and Brut Pre- 
sentation released by Avco Em- 
bassy Pictures. 


In “Book of Numbers” Joseph 
E. Levine and Brut presentation 
for Avco Embassy release, Freda 
Payne makes her film acting debut 
as the pretty local society girl who 
falls in love with a handsome 
operator of a numbers bank.. As 
Kelly Simms, she takes the audi- 








ence back to that nostalgic era of 
the thirties when skirts were mid- 
calf, the dance was the Lindy Hop 
and Blacks lived in a _ separate 
society whites knew almost nothing 
about. 

Until now, Freda has’ been 
known primarily as a singer of 
such hits as “Band of Gold” and 
“Bring the Boys Home.” 

The fact that Freda ever became 
a singer-actress in the first place 
may seem remarkable to those 
friends who remember her as the 
painfully shy youngster growing up 
in Detroit. As an ll-year old, she 
was finally urged to get up and 
sing by her piano teacher at a 
recital. 

At 16, she started doing local 
radio commercials. That was the 
first time she was ever paid for 
singing. Then followed local night- 
club engagements, followed by her 
first record, “Slightly Out of 
Tune.” 

Freda grew up in Detroit while 
the Motown dynasty was being 
formed and knew some of the Mo- 
town stars as children. Some were 
older, others younger than she. She 
knew Brian Holland and LaMont 
Dozier who later wrote music for 
Motown. And she recalls Berry 


Gordy Jr.: “When I was 13, he was 
still poor, but on the verge of be- 
coming a tycoon.” 





Mat 2B 


Freda Payne is menaced by a mobster (Frank De Sal) in this scene 
from “Book of Numbers,” an exciting picture about the numbers 
racket. The Joseph E. Levine and Brut Presentation for Aveo Em- 
bassy release, will open at the Theatre. 


Newcomer Thomas 
Plays A Waiter 
In ‘Book of Numbers’ 


Philip Thomas, starring as the 
handsome, young waiter who trav- 
els South with Raymond St. 
Jacques to start a Black-run num- 
bers bank, in “Book of Numbers,” 
a Joseph E. Levine and Brut pre- 
sentation for Avco Embassy is a 
film newcomer who is bound to 
have a significant effect on the 
image of the Black male in Ameri- 
can films. With his green eyes, 
wavy hair and olive complexion, 
he brings another physical view of 
American Black people which has 
been all but totally overlooked to 
date. He is a visual testament to 
the fact that Black people, far from 
looking alike, encompass every hue 
from blue-eyed blondes to darkest 
black. 

Thomas, whose only previous 
movie was “Stigma,” was born 23 
years ago in Columbus, Ohio and 
reared in the Watts section of Los 
Angeles and in San Bernadino. He 
was a member of a gang which 
called itself the Black Mafia until 
he was 15. Then he became a youth 
minister in store-front churches and 
at the Delman Heights branch of 
Aimee Semple McPherson’s Four 
Square Gospel Church for five 
years. 

Philip worked his way through 
his first year at Oakwood College 
in Huntsville, Alabama, a Seventh 
Day Adventist ministerial college, 
as a barber. He also worked as a 
short order cook, janitor, carpenter 
and inspector at Kaiser Steel. 

He made his theatrical debut in 
the roles of Hud and Berger in the 
San Francisco Company of “Hair,” 
in which he played for 18 months. 
He joined a production of “No 
Place To Be Somebody” in San 
Francisco and also appeared in the 
Detroit production of the play. He 
also appeared in the Broadway 


production of “The Selling of the 
President.” 





Mat 1C 


Raymond St. Jacques stars as 
the operator of a numbers bank 
in “Book of Numbers,” cur- 
rently showing at the . 
Theatre. The film is a Joseph E. 
Levine and Brut Presentation 
for Aveo Embassy release. 


Gun Buff 


It’s little wonder that Raymond 
St. Jacques, producer-director-star 
of the Joseph E. Levine and Brut 
presentation of “Book of Num- 
bers,” impressed the cast and crew 
with his knowledge and handling 
of guns used back in the 1930’s 
production dealing with the num- 
bers racket. 

St. Jacques is a gun enthusiast 
of sorts, owning several classic 
hand pistols of his own and having 
studied handling and use of the 
famous and historic Colt .45. Sev- 
eral hand guns and rifles are used 
in “Book of Numbers” and St. 
Jacques instructed the actors in 
using the firearms. 

“Book of Numbers,” an Avco 
Embassy release, also stars singer 
Freda Payne, in her film debut, 
and screen newcomer Philip 
Thomas. 








Mat 2D 


Raymond St. Jacques, Hope Clarke, Freda Payne, Sterling St. Jac- 


at the 


sentation for Avco Embassy release. 


SHORT TAKES 


Raymond St. Jacques, star, pro- 
ducer and director of the Joseph E. 
Levine and Brut Presentation of 
“Book of Numbers,” aged 20-years 
for his role in the Avco Embassy 
release. St. Jacques shaved the top 
of his head, added three gold caps 
to his teeth and padded his midsec- 
tion to gain the desired effect. 

“Book of Numbers” opens 
== atthe Theatre. 


xk k * 


When Philip Thomas performs in 
a Church scene in the Joseph E. 
Levine and Brut Presentation, “Book 
of Numbers,” opening 
at the Theatre, he 
delivers his lines with authenticity. 
Just a few short years ago, Philip 
was a youth minister for The Four 
Square Gospel Church in San Fran- 
cisco. Raymond St. Jacques stars 
and Freda Payne co-stars in the 
Avco Embassy release. 


KK 


Popular song stylist Freda Payne, 
who makes her film debut in the 
Joseph E. Levine and Brut Presen- 
tation of “Book of Numbers,” made 











her theatrical debut at age 11, per- 
forming a piano and voice recital 
before family and friends. Her re- 
ward was a new piano. Raymond St. 
Jacques stars in the Avco Embassy 
release, opening at the 
Theatre. 


KOK 


Hope Clarke, who co-stars with 
Raymond St. Jacques, Freda Payne 
and Philip Thomas in the Joseph E. 
Levine and Brut Presentation of 
“Book of Numbers,” has a very spe- 
cial reason for celebrating New 
Year’s Eves. It was on New Year’s 
Eve of 1959, that she auditioned and 
won her first professional assign- 
ment, in a New York production of 
“West Side Story.” 

An Avco Embassy release, “Book 
of Numbers” opens 
at the 





Theatre. 


NOTE Publications which use off- 
set printing processes should re- 
produce the scene stills directly 


from this pressbook. Those using 
letterpress should order the Mats 
(by number) from National Screen. 








Mat 2A 


D’Urville Martin and C. L. Williams dress up as ku kluxers to 
frighten a rival numbers gang and end up frightening themselves 
in a very funny sequence from “Book of Numbers,” which will 
open at the Theatre. The picture is a 
Joseph E. Levine and Brut Presentation released by Aveo Embassy 
Pictures. 
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FREE TV/RADIO SPOTS | 


FREE TV/Radio Spot Announcements will 
be sent upon request to: 






Exploitation Dept. 
Avco Embassy Pictures Corp. 
1301 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 10019 
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ADDITIONAL 
ACCESSORIES 
AVAILABLE 


SET OF EIGHT 11 x 14’s 
AND BLACK AND 
WHITE STILLS 





40 x 60 







ORDER ALL ACCESSORIES 
TRAILER: STILLS: PRESSBOOKS-AD AND SCENE MATS 
FROM THE 


NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 
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CREDITS 

Producer-Director oo. os... RAYMOND ST. JACQUES 
Associate Producers ..... JOE DENNIS & MIKE FIELDS 
Production Supervisor .......... MARTY HORNSTEIN 
Director of Photography ........... GAYNE RESCHER 
Based onthe Novel by ...... ROBERT DEANE PHARR 
Music Composed and Arranged by ....AL SHACKMAN 
Pee OI ee ris ens A ew Dees BOB SHEPHERD 
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Record on BRUT Records 
A JOSEPH E. LEVINE and BRUT Presentation 
AN AVCO EMBASSY RELEASE 


SYNOPSIS (not for publication) 


During the Depression Thirties, Blueboy Harris (RAYMOND ST. JACQUES) and David 
Greene (PHILIP THOMAS), the former, a big, lovable man-of-the-world in his fifties, and the 
latter a handsome, green-eyed 22-year old, are two waiters who've managed to save enough 
money to travel to a small southern town (EI Dorado, Ark.). There they intend to set up a 
numbers bank, a form of gambling which still flourishes today. They set up the bank with 
the help of four Sisters (PAULINE HERNDON, ETHEL MARIE CRAWFORD, ETHEL MARIE 
BROOKS and HOPE CLARKE). 

At Booker’s, Blueboy explains his plans for setting up his numbers bank as Ma Booker 
(QUEEN ESTHER GENT), Mr. Booker (CHARLES F. ELYSTON), a local bruiser type named 
Makepeace Johnson (WILLIE WASHINGTON, JR.), a middle-aged man called Eggy (DOUG 
FINELL) and Pigmeat listen. They are soon joined by Georgia Brown (IRMA HALL), the 
madam of a local bordello, and three of her girls: Didi (CHIQUITA JACKSON), Honey (KATIE 
PETERS) and Becky (PAT PATERSON). 

Before long, Blueboy and Dave are joinedby three other locals, Kid Flick (STERLING 
ST. JACQUES), Blip Blip (C. L. WILLIAMS) and Billy Bowlegs (D’URVILLE MARTIN), who 
sign on as numbers runners. Thus established, the El Dorado numbers bank begins to grow 
with increasing success. 

In a nearby town, however, there is another numbers bank set up by a white man, Luis 
Antoine (GILBERT GREENE), and fronted by Black hood Joe Gaines (JERRY LEON) and his 
flunkies (RAY McDONALD and CHARLES LEWIS). They are also abetted by a white psycho- 
pathic killer, Carlos (FRANK de SAL). 

In an effort to run Blueboy and his crew out of town and thus eliminate competition, 
Antoine has Carlos and his goons raid Blueboy’s countinghouse, and destroy his numbers 
pads and adding machines. 

Refusing to run, Blueboy has Flick, Blip Blip, Billy Bowlegs and Dave disguise them- 
selves as Ku Klux Klansmen, drive to the headquarters of the rival group, set up a burning 
cross and frighten Antoine’s Black associates out the back door. The phoney Black Klans- 
men then proceed to load Antoine’s numbers pads into their pickup, destroying his machin- 
ery as they go. 

But Blueboy’s men are then surprised by a group of real Klansmen who see the burn- 
ing cross and robes and plan to get in on what they think is some ‘“‘good action.’”’ The whites 
soon realize that there are black faces beneath the familiar white hoods and the real Klans- 
men (DESMOND DHOOGE, FRANK SCHAEFER, BILL WHITE and JOHN KUHN) take off in 
pursuit of the Blacks. After a harrowing chase, the Klansmen are eluded. 

Blueboy and Dave are back in business and in time a beautiful young local girl, Kelly 
Simms (FREDA PAYNE), is attracted to Dave and eventually moves in with him. She is op- 
posed to the numbers operation and tries to talk Dave into giving it up. 

Unexpectedly, the local constabulary stage a raid on the counting house. After stuffing 
whatever money is present into their own pockets, they arrest Blueboy. But the crafty old 
man beats the rap by pretending to be an ignorant, shuffling colored man when his trial on 
charges of gambling comes up. His case is dismissed and the whites still have no idea of how 
really big his operation is. 

But their problems are far from over. Dave and Kelly are making love when they are in- 
terrupted by Carlos and his hoods. Carlos grabs Kelly and threatens to kill her. In an at- 
tempt to help Kelly, Dave rushes Carlos, who shoots Dave in the shoulder. Blueboy then 
enters and kills Carlos, but is himself killed by one of the hoods. Antoine, also present at 
this melee, is killed in an ensuing gunfight by Kelly. 

The final scene finds Dave, Kelly, Kid Flick, Billy Bowlegs, Pigmeat and Makepeace 
leading a somber funeral procession for Blueboy. But a portent of the future is offered by 
Pigmeat, who stops long enough in the procession to take a bet from an onlooker. 

And the El Dorado, Arkansas numbers bank rolls on. Running Time: 80 Minutes 
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